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rayer teams. Prayer requests. Prayer meet-
ings. Prayer lists. Everywhere Christians
turn, they find new encouragement to pray.

Now we hear about the latest high-tech prayer
initiative. As widely reported, including in CHRISTIAN

STANDARD (February 16), the World Prayer Center of
Colorado Springs, Colorado, has tapped the power
of the Internet to launch “the largest real-time
prayer network in world history.” Go to www.world-
prayerteam.org, and you can send your prayer re-
quest to an international team of prayer warriors
who will take your need to God. And you can join
this team, volunteering to pray for needs submitted
from Christians around the world.

A minute or two on the Web site convinces you of
the sincerity and deep needs of those asking for
prayer. A minister in the Midwest prays for strength
to get his finances in order. A woman in Nairobi
prays for three childless friends to become preg-
nant. An anguished wife prays for her husband who
is convinced God cannot forgive his sin.

Beside this scrolling list of personal requests, the
site suggests prayer relating to world evangelism
and international social needs. As I write this col-
umn in January, the Web site is urging visitors to
pray that Saddam Hussein will leave Iraq, that an
anticonversion law in India will be overturned, and

that persecution of Christians in Sudan will stop. 
As I watch the prayer requests blink by on my

computer monitor, I feel a vague uneasiness. I won-
der, if Jesus or Paul were here today, is this the ap-
proach they would recommend?

So I write David Butts, executive director with
Harvest Prayer Ministries in Terre Haute, Indiana,
to ask his opinion. Dave is an expert on prayer.
Since the founding of Harvest Prayer Ministries in
1993, it “has become one of the largest prayer min-
istries in the nation,” Dave reports. “Our teachers
taught in more than 100 churches last year, to thou-
sands of people.” He says he’s excited about the
World Prayer Web site. “This seems to have possibil-
ities to help churches who want to mobilize prayer
in their own congregations.

The site is just one indication, according to Dave,
that “we really are living in the midst of the greatest
prayer movement in the history of the church.” He
believes that “where the church is praying the best,
the church is growing the most.”

He helps me feel more comfortable with the
World Prayer Team Web site, but my uneasiness
doesn’t altogether go away. Should we be satisfied
with such anonymous, disconnected prayers? Don’t
we have too much of that in the church already?
More about that in this space next week.

For Those Who Will Pray
P

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R
By Mark A. Taylor

FOUNDED 1866 BY ISAAC ERRETT

Devoted to the restoration of New Testament
Christianity, its doctrine, its ordinances, and its fruits.

THE STAFF

Mark A. Taylor, Publisher and Editor
Paul S. Williams, Editor-at-Large
Jim Nieman, Managing Editor
Ruth E. Davis, News Editor

Cover illustration ©Jeff Whitlock. From left: James
DeForest Murch, Billy Graham, Bill Hybels, and James
Dobson.

CHRISTIAN STANDARD logo, cover and interior design 
by Andrew Quach

For Customer Service, phone (800) 543-1353

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Contributing editors help define the focus of CHRIST-
IAN STANDARD, identify issues facing volunteer leaders
and staff members in churches we serve, and suggest
future themes.

They periodically write for the magazine and regu-
larly consult, advise, and react to the editors regard-
ing past and future content in the magazine.

Betty Alexander, Cincinnati, Ohio
Ben Cachiaras, Joppa, Maryland
Arron Chambers, Orlando, Florida
Gayla Congdon, San Diego, California
Jeff Faull, Mooresville, Indiana
David Ferguson, Naperville, Illinois
Nancy Karpenske, Longmont, Colorado
E. LeRoy Lawson, Fullerton, California
Chuck Sackett, Quincy, Illinois
Mark Scott, Joplin, Missouri
Tony Twist, Indianapolis, Indiana, and Vienna, Austria
C. Robert Wetzel, Johnson City, Tennessee

Volume CXXXVIII. Number 11. CHRISTIAN STANDARD (ISSN 0009-
5656), published weekly at 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45231. Periodicals postage paid at Cincinnati, Ohio.
Printed in USA. Postmaster: Send address changes to
Standard Publishing, 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio
45231. Phone: 1-800-543-1301 or 1-513-931-4050.
Subscription rates: $24.99 per year plus $5.00 postage/han-
dling (plus sales tax in FL and WA; $10.00 postage/handling per
year for Canadian subscriptions; $12.50 for Mexico and all
other foreign subscriptions). Two to fourteen copies to one
address, $5.00 each per quarter. Fifteen to thirty-four copies to
one address, $4.75 each per quarter. Thirty-five or more copies
to one address, $4.50 each per quarter. Send address changes
to CHRISTIAN STANDARD, 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio
45231. Send old and new addresses, complete with zip num-
bers, at least six weeks before delivery date. Unsolicited manu-
scripts that are not accompanied by return postage will not be
returned. This publication is available in microform from UMI.
Phone: 800-521-0600 toll-free; 313-761-4700 collect from
Alaska and Michigan; 800-343-5299 toll-free from Canada.

E-mail: christianstd@standardpub.com
Web site: www.christianstandard.com
©2003. STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Division of STANDEX INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION.

33311-std  3/14/03  1:24 PM  Page 3


