By Mark A. Taylor

FROM THE EDITOR

God’s Call to a ‘Christian Only’

re we evangelicals? That was the question

A considered in our March 16 issue. Just as

we were finishing it, the news broke that

one of the Christian church ministers mentioned in

the issue was leaving to join the staff of an evangeli-
cal congregation.

Gene Appel, senior pastor with Central Christian
Church, Henderson, Nevada, was cited in one arti-
cle because of his frequent association with the Wil-
low Creek Association. He announced in February
that he will become associate pastor at Willow
Creek Community Church in South Barrington, Illi-
nois, in June. Senior pastor at Willow Creek is Bill
Hybels, portrayed among the leading evangelicals
on our March 16 cover.

Does Appel consider himself an evangelical? “I
see myself as a Christian only,” he answered when |
posed the question to him. At least one Christian
church minister has asked him whether this move
means he is leaving the Restoration Movement.

“I'm not sure | even understand that question,”
Appel responded. “The dream of the Restoration
Movement has always been to restore the kind of
church we read about in Acts 2—a biblically func-
tioning community without denominational barriers.

“Members of Christian churches have said for
years that they’re not the only Christians,” he added.

“We've always believed that the church is bigger than
‘us.” If the question means am | abandoning those
ideals, then the answer is no. I've never been more
passionate about giving my life for that dream.”

Both Appel and Hybels believe strongly that God
has inspired this move.

“For 17-and-a-half years | have been convinced,
for reasons | don't fully understand, of God'’s calling
on my life to serve Central,” Appel said in a news re-
lease posted on Central’s Web site. “However, | am
now equally convinced to the core of my core that
He has released me from this calling.”

“The Willow elders and | have been in conversation
with Gene for six months regarding this opportunity,”
Hybels said in a letter broadcast via e-mail and also
posted on Central’s Web site. “We believe that . . . addi-
tional leadership horsepower is essential to fulfilling
all the plans that God has laid out before us. We are
convinced that Gene is the right person for this critical
position.” Appel will have leadership and teaching re-
sponsibilities with the suburban Chicago church.

Hybels praised Appel for his humility, courage, and
character. Mike Bodine, executive pastor at Central,
said the church is conducting a “national search” for
Appel’s replacement. “Though this is the end of a
chapter, it is not the end of our book. Our ministries
will continue. Central’s mission will continue.”
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