By Mark A. Taylor

FROM THE EDITOR

My Opinion About the NACC

I uit griping about your church; if it were
perfect, you couldn’t belong.”

Q Why did this quote, in a magazine list of
“Christian one-liners,” grab me? Maybe because of
my tendency (only grudgingly admitted as I've
trudged through midlife) to second-guess, criticize,
and complain. | can tell you about my boss’s mis-
takes. | have a list of things that my church ought to
do better. And (here’s why I've
chosen this week to confess) I've
never attended a North Ameri-
can Christian Convention where
| didn’t see or hear something |
didn’t like! LSS

If your response is “So what,” that is exactly my
point. If my company, my church, or my convention
were perfect, | couldn’t belong. And besides, just
because | think something ought to be different
doesn’t mean it should. My opinion is only one
among many.

Unfortunately, I've nurtured my opinions so lov-
ingly, repeated them so often, and expressed them
with such emotion that | feel compelled to defend
them when they are challenged. I'm still learning
how to listen to someone whose position contra-
dicts mine. I'm still learning how to attack his idea
while embracing him as my brother.

Convention planners should listen
to the critics, who should swallow
their pride and support the

Some readers of this magazine (this is only my
opinion, of course) have the same problem. They
don’t like a speaker at a North American Christian
Convention. They didn’t enjoy the music at a session
they attended last year. They have a better idea about
the workshops or the Bible studies or what the ven-
dors are selling in the refreshment stands. They
bluster and babble, and some of them write. They
guote Scripture and assert that
the Bible proves their position to
be true. (Do these complainers
actually believe that the people
they criticize don't also read the
Bible and pray? Is it possible to
tolerate varying opinions about what is an opinion?)

I think we should listen to these folks. I think con-
vention planners should swallow their egos and
consider the opinions of their critics. Meanwhile, |
think the gripers should quench their pride and
support the NACC anyway. The convention needs
them, and they need the fellowship of this great
family gathering; we’re all a part of the same body.
We learn by listening to each other. We grow as we
share ideas, and we mature as we consider proposi-
tions that we don’t agree with.

Of course, I'm glad to hear your opinion about
this subject too.

FOUNDED 1866 BY ISAAC ERRETT Publishing Committee

Devoted to the restoration of New Testament

Volume CXXXVIII. Number 17. CHrisTIAN STANDARD (ISSN 0009-
5656), published weekly at 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45231. Periodicals postage paid at Cincinnati, Ohio.

for April 27, 2003

Chr'\sficn'\fy, its doctrine, its ordinances, and its fruits.
THE STAFF

Mark A. Taylor, Publisher and Editor
Paul S. Williams, Editor-at-large

Jim Nieman, Managing Editor

Ruth E. Davis, News Editor

Cover image ©brand X pictures

CHRISTIAN STANDARD logo, cover and interior design
by Andrew Quach

For Customer Service, phone (800) 543-1353

YA
e

PRESS ASSOCIATION

Standard

PUBLISHING

(Established 1956 by the National Christian Education
Convention for liaison with the management and edi-
torial department of Standard Publishing)

Chairman

Wally Rendel, Lexington, Kentucky

Vice Chairman

James C. Donovan, East Point, Georgia
Secretary

Richard D. Hogan, Bella Vista, Arkansas

Alan Ahlgrim, Longmont, Colorado
Russell F. Blowers, Indianapolis, Indiana
Dennis Bratton, Jacksonville, Florida
Marshall W. Hayden, Worthington, Ohio
T. C. Huxford, Savannah, Georgia

E. Ray Jones, Clearwater, Florida

E. LeRoy Lawson, Mesa, Arizona

Ben Merold, St. Charles, Missouri
Dave Stone, Louisville, Kentucky

Floyd Strater, Anaheim, California
Clark H. Tanner, Beaverton, Oregon
Steve Wyatt, Evansville, Indiana

Printed in USA. Postmaster: Send address changes to
Standard Publishing, 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio
45231. Phone: 1-800-543-1301 or 1-513-931-4050.
Subscription rates: $2499 per year plus $5.00 postage/han-
dling (plus sales tax in FL and WA; $10.00 postage/handling per
year for Canadian subscriptions; $12.50 for Mexico and all
other foreign subscriptions). Two to fourteen copies to one
address, $5.00 each per quarter. Fifteen to thirty-four copies to
one address, $4.75 each per quarter. Thirty-five or more copies
to one address, $4.50 each per quarter. Send address changes
to CHRISTIAN STANDARD, 8121 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio
45231. Send old and new addresses, complete with zip num-
bers, at least six weeks before delivery date. Unsolicited manu-
scripts that are not accompanied by return postage will not be
returned. This publication is available in microform from UMI.
Phone: 800-521-0600 toll-free; 313-761-4700 collect from
Alaska and Michigan; 800-343-5299 toll-free from Canada.

E-mail: christianstd@standardpub.com

Web site: www.christianstandard.com

©2003. STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Division of STANDEX INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION.

(291)




